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the shameful name of Richard Brevard
Russell, Jr., from the taxpayer-main-
tained Senate office building bearing
his name. And I am going to request se-
rious consideration of this resolution
in the 117th Congress.

But that is not all that I plan to do.
I shall not go into great detail about
the rest of what I intend to do, but I
will say this: When I go over next to
the building, I will go over there to
stand in the area where there is a stat-
ue of Richard Russell, Senator Richard
Russell, a statue. There is a rotunda.
He is the prominent figure; there are
no other statues in that rotunda. If you
traverse the Capitol, you will find
many statues but none, in my opinion,
honored to the extent that Richard
Russell is being honored. He has an
area unto himself.

I am going to go there, and I am
going to point out that this is the stat-
ue that we have to move. I am going to
talk about it from the statue itself,
and I am going to point out some
things about the statue, because we
can’t tolerate this kind of legacy being
perpetuated. It is time to end it. It is
time to stop glorifying bigotry and
hate with taxpayer dollars.

How can we insist on renaming mili-
tary bases that bear the names of rac-
ist Confederate generals and others, or
military people, and then have an of-
fice building that we traverse on a
daily basis that we are in and out of
that is named after a racist and a
bigot? How do we justify this?

We have the power—not the House—
but the Senate has the power to change
this. I will ask that the Senate change
it, but I will also go over to the Senate.
And I want to let the world see what’s
going on in that hallowed facility
wherein we allow to occur what we de-
sire to change—and what we are chang-
ing, in fact, in other facilities. It is
time to change it.

Madam Speaker, I believe that this
change should take place immediately.
It has been 49 years. We have had
enough time to consider it.

Madam Speaker, 49 years under var-
ious Presidents; 49 years Democrats in
control, Republicans in control.
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Some would say that we are just re-
alizing how insidious this invidious be-
havior has been. Well, now that we
know, we ought to move posthaste to
change that which we could have
changed many years ago.

I love my country. I have great re-
spect for people who hold public trust.
But I do believe that when we hold pub-
lic trust, it is important for us to point
out these kinds of circumstances that
demean the reputation of the United
States of America.

This symbol of national shame puts a
stain on the notion that we believe in
liberty and justice for all. It puts a
stain on the notion that all persons are
created equal, endowed by their creator
with certain inalienable rights, among
them, life, liberty, and the pursuit of
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happiness. It puts a stain on the notion
that we would speak to the world about
their shortcomings but won’t address
one that the government has the power
to change. It is shameful. This has to
change.

Now, there are some who would want
the change to take place, but they
don’t want it to appear as though
someone has called this change to the
attention of people and that they
somehow will feel that it was done be-
cause it was called to the attention of
the public.

Friends, when others speak out about
injustices against other subsets of soci-
ety, I have always been there to fight
for that change, and I will continue to
be there to fight for that change. It
doesn’t have to originate with me. If it
is something that requires a righteous
movement to make a positive change, 1
am going to be a part of that.

I am going to continue to support
and fight for the rights of persons in all
the various subsets of society who have
been discriminated against. Just today,
I was on the floor to fight for the rights
of people who work in certain venues,
who are being hurt, harmed, and some
even die. That is my calling. That is
why I was sent to Congress. I wasn’t
sent here to go along by trying to get
along, not calling to the attention of
my constituents and this country the
changes that have to be made.

This is where I stand. This is where I
will not retreat from. This is a position
that means something to me and my
constituents, and it ought to mean
something to every person in this
country.

Madam Speaker, I thank you for the
time. I thank the leadership for the
time. And I thank the people who have
taken the time to hear these words.
But there is much more to be said and
much more to be done about a symbol
of national shame.

Madam Speaker, I yield back the bal-
ance of my time.

———

BIDEN ADMINISTRATION  FAIL-
URES CREATING BORDER CRISIS

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under
the Speaker’s announced policy of Jan-
uary 4, 2021, the Chair recognizes the
gentleman from Wisconsin (Mr.
GROTHMAN) for 30 minutes.

Mr. GROTHMAN. Madam Speaker,
just prior to coming to Washington
this week, I spent a couple of days
down at the Mexican border to see for
myself exactly what was going on down
there.

I visited the El Paso sector. I would
like to thank the Border Patrol, ICE,
the ranchers, and local law enforce-
ment for being so helpful and inform-
ative to the nine Congressmen who
were in the El Paso sector over the
weekend.

Our goal was to see over the last few
months how things have changed, and
in the last 5 months, things have
changed dramatically at the border.

For one thing, illegal apprehensions
are way up. In March, we had 172,000 il-
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legal apprehensions, and that doesn’t
include, of course, the people who
snuck across without being appre-
hended. This time last year, in March,
there were 34,000 illegal apprehensions.
What could cause an increase from
34,000 to 172,000?

It was painful not only to hear about
the numbers but to see row after row of
young children on mats just waiting
for something to happen.

Now, what has happened? What hap-
pened at the border to get a fivefold in-
crease in 1 year, as well as seeing all
these children in almost inhumane con-
ditions waiting to be taken away to
somebody who they hope will take care
of them?

First of all, this administration got
rid of the migrant protection protocol.
Donald Trump, I am sure in very dif-
ficult negotiations, had Mexico agree
to hold people south of the border
pending hearings for asylum. That was
a huge benefit.

Secondly, we had agreements with
Central American countries so that
when people came here from other Cen-
tral American countries or South
America, they would be held south of
the Mexican border.

Third, we changed things to the old-
fashioned catch and release, where we
touched people, but then when we are
dealing with families, we let them in
the United States pending a hearing on
immigration. We changed title 42 to
allow more people to come into this
country, whether or not they have
COVID.

Finally, we have a President who,
during the campaign, made many dif-
ferent statements indicating that ille-
gal immigration was not going to be a
problem during his administration,
whether he was promising free medical
care, supporting sanctuary cities, end-
ing the public charge rule. And Presi-
dent Trump had said: Immigrants com-
ing here, we don’t want you here if you
are going to wind up on welfare.

It is no wonder they were wearing
Biden T-shirts. We make stimulus pay-
ments to people who are here illegally.

Given all these changes, is it a sur-
prise that so many people want to
come here? In addition to the fact that
the changes in the laws themselves
cause people to get to the Mexican bor-
der to come here, it is advertising to
the world that the United States does
not care about immigration laws.

Now, we have to do something. We
have dug ourselves a deeper hole in our
relations with both El Salvador and
Mexico. It is important to treat our
Latin American cousins with respect.
But in February, the President of El
Salvador, President Bukele, was not
given an audience when he showed up
in this country in February. Is that the
type of way we should treat our Cen-
tral American allies when we want peo-
ple held south of the border?

The Mexican President feels that
President Biden has made himself out
to be the migrant President. Mexico
does not like this free-for-all at our
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southern border in which we are
strengthening the control of the drug
cartels.

But, again, our relationship is going
south there. The migrant protection
protocol, in which we are holding pro-
spective applicants for asylum south of
the border, has ended.

Another thing that I think is causing
this problem is the actions of the
President and Vice President. Three
weeks ago now, our Vice President was
appointed to be in charge for the ad-
ministration on what goes on at the
southern border. She hasn’t been there
yet. This has to raise red flags all over
the world.

Do the Vice President and the Presi-
dent get along? Right now, it is not
hard to find articles by talking heads.
Did the Vice President want this posi-
tion? Has she accepted the position
with any enthusiasm? Why, for 3
weeks, in what to me is probably the
second biggest crisis, maybe the big-
gest, at least the second biggest crisis
the United States has undergone in the
last 6 years, why do we have a person
in charge of the crisis who has not gone
down to the border? Does she consider
this a serious problem or not?

I would love it if she gave a speech, a
wholehearted speech, saying that she
does believe we have a problem on the
border, and she is going to do some-
thing.

I am going to divert a little bit from
my discussion on what is going on at
the border. I want the Biden adminis-
tration to also give a little thought to
how this looks to other countries
around the world. I don’t like the
United States to have enemies—and I
don’t consider these countries nec-
essarily enemies—but there are times
when, clearly, we are being challenged
by Russia, China, Iran, and other coun-
tries around the world.

How does the United States look to
other countries when we can’t even se-
cure our southern border, when it looks
like we are not even trying to secure
our southern border? I want the Biden
administration to think that the com-
plete inaction at the southern border,
allowing tens of thousands of people to
cross every month, sends a message
around the world that this administra-
tion is not yet fully engaged.

The Vice President has said she
wants to deal with root causes. If root
causes mean people making less money
than in the United States, I mean, we
are going to have open borders forever.

We have something great here in the
United States, and if we feel that some
people would rather live here, or they
are not materially as well off as in the
United States, I will tell you, if we are
not going to secure the border until
that is solved, we are not going to
solve this problem until we have over a
billion new people in this country.

We noticed other things on the bor-
der. We noticed the stopping of build-
ing the wall. It is not until you are
down there that you see all the planks
that are supposed to be put together on
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the wall just sitting there in the sun.
Somebody presumably paid for these
things. I don’t know why, since we had
all the pieces for a wall down there,
that we didn’t at least try to build it
for another month or 6 weeks so that
the material down there could at least
have been used.

I want to point out, by the way, with
regard to the wall, because some people
think it cost money, compared to the
alternative, not only people coming in
this country using the services we pro-
vide, but we were told at the southern
border that when you have the old-
fashioned barbed wire, you maybe
should have two or three Border Patrol
agents per mile. But when you have the
wall, you need one agent for every 2
miles. There is a tremendous savings in
the number of people you need in Bor-
der Patrol at the border if you had the
wall.

The idea of stopping it mid-construc-
tion, where you have all these metal
beams spread out just lying in the
southern sun, is very frustrating.

Another thing to point out is that we
met with ranchers down there. How dif-
ficult it must be for ranchers to see
members of drug cartels walking across
their land. Wouldn’t that just scare
you to death? A horrible thing.

We look at the human toll of people
sneaking into this country because
they are escorted into the country by
the drug cartels. A lot of people don’t
realize this. Another reason so many
people are pushed across the border,
and another organization that will edu-
cate people around the world that you
ought to come to the United States, is
the Mexican drug cartels.

Why do they do that? They do that
because they are charging 3,000 bucks a
head for every Mexican person who
comes across the border. They are
charging $5,000 a head for every Central
American. They are charging $8,000 to
$10,000 a head for every Brazilian.

As long as the drug cartels are mak-
ing money at the border, is it any sur-
prise that we have such a surge here, as
they attract people or encourage peo-
ple to come to the United States?

I want to make another point about
these poor children at the border. What
goes on right now is that the children
come to the border. If they are unac-
companied, we hold them, looking for
somewhere to put them in the United
States. It is very heart-rending to see
all these kids without anybody there.

But right now, under the current pro-
tocols, if you have a child who has par-
ents in Honduras, but you give them a
piece of paper saying that he has an
aunt and uncle in New York, rather
than send that child back to his par-
ents, they send them to the aunt and
uncle in New York, who are here ille-
gally.

Does that make any sense? That is
what is going on.
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One thing that really irritates the
Border Patrol down there is they know
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that if American parents were to send
a b-year-old child, let’s say, and drop
him off at the Milwaukee airport and
hope he shows up in the airport in
Miami the next day, Child Protective
Services would be there saying: What is
wrong with the parents?

Here at the southern border, we are
co-conspirators on these dangerous
trips for the children, some of which
wind up dying, and many of them wind
up being sexually assaulted, which is
just a horrible thing.

Another thing that we found out at
the border is that the amount of hard-
core illegal drugs is rocketing up. I
know some people may say that is an
old story. The week before I went to
the border, I happened to visit with the
DEA in Milwaukee. Last year alone, in
Milwaukee County, 540 people died of
illegal drug overdoses. When I talked
to the people at the DEA in Milwaukee,
they felt it was entirely possible that
all 540 people were poisoned to death
with drugs either brought across the
southern border or ingredients for
drugs brought across the southern bor-
der.

Madam Speaker, look at the sky-
rocketing number of people who are
dying of hardcore drugs.

Why is that?

We should have anticipated it.

The powerful Mexican drug cartels
are going to make money. There was a
time, maybe 10 years ago, when mari-
juana coming across the southern bor-
der was common. But now as more
American States legalize marijuana—
Washington, Colorado, and what have
you—there is so much marijuana being
produced in the United States that
there is no money to be made by im-
porting marijuana from Mexico.

I heard an anecdote of marijuana
being brought here from Mexico, and it
was being carted around the Southern
United States, looking for somebody to
take it. Nobody would take it because
you can have higher quality marijuana
growing legally here in the United
States.

So what are the Mexican drug cartels
going to do?

They are going to import in this
country more heroin, more meth, and
especially more fentanyl. That is what
we are seeing at the border.

So rather than being a time to cut
back and saying that we don’t care as
much about the border, now is the time
with the increasing number of fentanyl
deaths—540 in Milwaukee County alone
last year from fentanyl and the other
drugs, which is a shocking number—
now is the time to dial up enforcement
at the border. But instead, it seems, we
are going the opposite way.

I don’t know what is going on that
you want to let more fentanyl in the
country, Madam Speaker. I know there
are some people who say that it is a
victimless crime or what have you, but
you tell that to the families of the 540
people who died last year in Milwaukee
County. That is another result of this
lax, devil-may-care attitude, as far as
what is going on down there.
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So the question is: What to do?

Maybe Mexico will not go back to the
old agreement, but I think the Presi-
dent should beg Mexico to go back to
the migrant protection protocol where
one more time we are allowed to hold
people on the Mexican side of the bor-
der pending hearings as to whether
they are eligible for asylum.

Secondly, we have to hire more Bor-
der Patrol.

I want to go back and explain some-
thing. I talked about the 170,000 people
in March who are touched by the Bor-
der Patrol. That doesn’t include people
whom they don’t catch. The more the
Border Patrol has to deal with the chil-
dren on the southern border, the less
time they have to guard the border. So
there is clearly a significant increase
in people crossing the border because
they know the Border Patrol is no
longer there. They are dealing with pa-
perwork for the children that they
have to process, and that has to be the
priority.

If you are going to go down this path,
President Biden, and not care about
the southern border or not reinstate
the migrant protection protocol with
Mexico, at least hire more Border Pa-
trol agents so we can process the peo-
ple you are letting in this country; and
don’t leave these huge swaths of the
southern border wide open.

Because of that, people I have talked
to guess—this is a guess—that whereas,
last year, maybe 10,000 people a month
were crossing the southern border
without the Border Patrol touching
them, now it is more like 30,000 people
a month. What a disaster.

We should amend the Flores agree-
ment, which is what is requiring us to
take so many of these children and
ship them around the United States.
We should be able to send them back to
their native country.

We should try to undo the damage we
have done with the way we have treat-
ed the El Salvadorean President and
see if he can, one more time, assist us
in preventing people from all around
the world coming up from south of
Mexico.

Since the metal beams used to put
together a wall are just sitting there in
the hot sun, we should at least, at a
minimum—it would be great to build a
whole wall—use up the raw materials
for the wall that are sitting down
there. Actually, it is more than a wall;
it is a whole wall system. Just don’t
have those metal beams just sitting
there in the desert forever.

Above all, President Biden and Vice
President Harris, show you care. Show
you care. Let the world know that the
United States does not have an open
border for anybody to come across the
border, be they criminal, especially
people coming across with that
fentanyl. Show that you care. Hold a
press conference.

It would be nice if Vice President
Harris would show that she accepted
her new job with some enthusiasm.
Again, the talking heads I read right
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now imply that maybe she didn’t even
want the job.

So, please, President Biden, show you
care before we have 200,000 people a
month coming in the country. Show
you care a little about the fentanyl cri-
sis, as we are approaching 90,000 people
a year dying in this country of illegal
drugs, most of which come across the
southern border. Show you care about
those little children sitting in row
after row of mattresses on our southern
border. Show you care about the drug
cartels and the way they are cor-
rupting the Mexican Government and
beginning to corrupt the United States.
Say you want to stop the system in
which they are able to make so much
money sneaking people in this country.
Show you care about the poor ranchers
on the southern border, who have been
there for generations and now have to
be scared to death to go out late at
night and can’t let their children ride
their horses on their land for fear of
what will happen to them.

If you won’t do it, we have to call
upon the public and other Members of
Congress to let the Biden administra-
tion know that the current situation is
completely untenable. You have to step
up to the plate and do something.

Madam Speaker, I yield back the bal-
ance of my time.

———

BILL PRESENTED TO THE
PRESIDENT

Cheryl L. Johnson, Clerk of the
House, reported that on April 14, 2021,
she presented to the President of the
United States, for his approval, the fol-
lowing bill:

H.R. 1868. To prevent across-the-board di-
rect spending cuts, and for other purposes.

————

ADJOURNMENT

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to section 11(b) of House Resolu-
tion 188, the House stands adjourned
until noon on Monday next for morn-
ing-hour debate and 2 p.m. for legisla-
tive business.

Thereupon (at 2 o’clock and 52 min-
utes p.m.), under its previous order, the
House adjourned until Monday, April
19, 2021, at noon for morning-hour de-
bate.

———

OATH FOR ACCESS TO CLASSIFIED
INFORMATION

Under clause 13 of rule XXIII, the fol-
lowing Member executed the oath for
access to classified information;

Julia Letlow

———

EXECUTIVE COMMUNICATIONS,
ETC.

Under clause 2 of rule XIV, executive
communications were taken from the
Speaker’s table and referred as follows:

EC-826. A letter from the Army Federal
Register Liaison Officer, Department of the
Army, Department of Defense, transmitting
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the Department’s final rule — Admission to
the United States Military Academy [Docket
ID: USA-2020-HQ-0008] (RIN: 0702-AB09) re-
ceived April 12, 2021, pursuant to 5 U.S.C.
801(a)(1)(A); Public Law 104-121, Sec. 251; (110
Stat. 868); to the Committee on Armed Serv-
ices.

EC-827. A letter from the Secretary, Divi-
sion of Corporation Finance and Investment
Management, U.S. Securities and Exchange
Commission, transmitting the Commission’s
interim final rule — Holding Foreign Compa-
nies Accountable Act Disclosure [Release
No.: 34-91364; IC-34227; File No.: S7-03-21]
(RIN: 3235-AM84) received April 12, 2021, pur-
suant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); Public Law 104-
121, Sec. 251; (110 Stat. 868); to the Committee
on Financial Services.

EC-828. A letter from the Associate Gen-
eral Counsel for Legislation and Regulations,
Office of Housing-Federal Housing Commis-
sioner, Department of Housing and Urban
Development, transmitting the Depart-
ment’s final rule — Manufactured Home Con-
struction and Safety Standards; Delay of Ef-
fective Date [Docket No.: FR-6149-F-04] (RIN:
2502-AJ49) received March 16, 2021, pursuant
to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); Public Law 104-121,
Sec. 251; (110 Stat. 868); to the Committee on
Financial Services.

EC-829. A letter from the Assistant Gen-
eral Counsel for Regulatory Affairs, Pension
Benefit Guaranty Corporation, transmitting
the Corporation’s final rule — Allocation of
Assets in Single-Employer Plans; Interest
Assumptions for Valuing Benefits received
April 1, 2021, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A);
Public Law 104-121, Sec. 251; (110 Stat. 868); to
the Committee on Education and Labor.

EC-830. A letter from the Regulations Co-
ordinator, Health Resources and Services
Administration, Department of Health and
Human Services, transmitting the Depart-
ment’s final rule — Implementation of Exec-
utive Order on Access to Affordable Life-
Saving Medications, Delay of Effective Date
(RIN: 0906-AB25) received April 12, 2021, pur-
suant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); Public Law 104-
121, Sec. 251; (110 Stat. 868); to the Committee
on Energy and Commerce.

EC-831. A letter from the Director, Office
of Congressional Affairs, U.S. Nuclear Regu-
latory Commission, transmitting the Com-
mission’s issuance of regulatory guide —
Setpoints for Safety-Related Instrumenta-
tion (RG 1.105, Revision 4) received April 15,
2021, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); Public
Law 104-121, Sec. 251; (110 Stat. 868); to the
Committee on Energy and Commerce.

EC-832. A letter from the Director, Office
of Congressional Affairs, U.S. Nuclear Regu-
latory Commission, transmitting the Com-
mission’s issuance of regulatory guide —
Training and Qualification of Security Per-
sonnel at Nuclear Power Reactor Facilities
(RG 5.75, Revision 1) received April 15, 2021,
pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); Public Law
104-121, Sec. 251; (110 Stat. 868); to the Com-
mittee on Energy and Commerce.

EC-833. A letter from the Director, Office
of Acquisition Policy, Office of Government-
wide Policy, General Services Administra-
tion, transmitting the Administration’s final
rule — Federal Acquisition Regulation;
Technical Amendment [FAC 2021-05; Docket
No.: FAR-2021-0052, Sequence No. 1] received
March 16, 2021, pursuant to 5 TU.S.C.
801(a)(1)(A); Public Law 104-121, Sec. 251; (110
Stat. 868); to the Committee on Oversight
and Reform.

EC-834. A letter from the Director, Office
of Acquisition Policy, Office of Government-
wide Policy, General Services Administra-
tion, transmitting the Administration’s
Small Entity Compliance Guide — Federal
Acquisition Regulation; Federal Acquisition
Circular 2021-05 [Docket No.: FAR-2021-0051,
Sequence No. 2] received March 16, 2021, pur-
suant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); Public Law 104-
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